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CounterPULSE and Dancers’ Group present

The Dance Discourse Project #1 “Bay Area Dance:  Who Are We Now?”

a new on-going series of dance artists talking about dance

WHAT:  The Dance Discourse Project #1:  “Bay Area Dance:  Who Are We Now?”

WHO:  Mary Armentrout joined by Keith Hennessy, Jez Kuono`ono Lee, Laura Elaine Ellis,and paige starling sorvillo

WHERE:  CounterPULSE, 1310 Mission St. (at Ninth), San Francisco, 94103

WHEN:  Thursday, November 8, 2007 at 8 pm

HOW MUCH:  FREE

INFORMATION: 415 626 2060, www.CounterPULSE.org

CounterPULSE and Dancers’ Group invite you to the first installment of “The Dance Discourse Project,” an ongoing series of artist-curated discussions about specific topics in the Bay Area contemporary dance scene.   For the first one, “Bay Area Dance:  Who Are We Now?” organizer and local choreographer Mary Armentrout invites four other local dance artists to bring video of short works by Bay Area artists that they feel represents what’s happening here now.  These works will serve as a springboard into a discussion of what’s going on in Bay Area dance. 

The four participating dance artists cover a wide reach of the expansive Bay Area dance community.  Keith Hennessy is an award-winning performer, choreographer, teacher and organizer, who directs CIRCO ZERO, a contemporary circus.  Jez Kuono`ono Lee is a multifaceted genderqueer Hapa performance artist, who is also one half of the performance art duo TWINCEST.  Laura Elaine Ellis is executive director of the African & African American Performing Arts Coalition and co-director of the Black Choreographers Festival: Here & Now.  paige starling sorvillo, director of the intermedia performance collaborative blindsight, creates works integrating immersive and interactive video, experimental music, and a choreographic language synthesizing Japanese Butoh dance, contemporary dance, and Action Theater.

This far reaching, far ranging, and ambitious project aims to do no less than articulate in a cohesive and coherent way, from the participants themselves, what is happening in dance in the Bay Area and beyond.  This will be the first in an on-going series that will take place roughly three times a year, co-produced by Dancers’ Group and CounterPULSE.  Founded in 1982, Dancers’ Group assists and supports the San Francisco Bay Area dance community by creating a nexus of resources, expertise, and knowledge.  Working to advocate for dance in the Bay Area and beyond, they assist in the creation and production of engaging, original dance.  Dancers’ Group serves artists at multiple stages in their careers, and supports dancers, choreographers, teachers, funders, dance companies, students, writers, critics, and audiences in the passionate pursuit and enjoyment of art.   CounterPULSE is an incubator space committed to supporting socially relevant, diverse, community-based art, which includes several different series of talks, in addition to this one.  The Dance Discourse Project #1 is supported in part by Grants for the Arts and the William & Flora Hewlett Foundation.

