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CounterPULSE, Dancers’ Group, and the Alliance for California Traditional Arts present

The Dance Discourse Project #2:  “Investigating the Post-Multiculturalism Landscape”

WHAT:  The Dance Discourse Project #2:  “Investigating the Post-Multiculturalism Landscape”

WHO:  Mary Armentrout and Sherwood Chen joined by Danny Kalanduyan, Teela Shine Ross, Joti Singh, and Prumsodun Ok 

WHERE:  CounterPULSE, 1310 Mission St. (at Ninth), San Francisco, 94103

WHEN:  Thursday, February 21st, 2008 at 7 pm

HOW MUCH:  FREE

INFORMATION: 415 626 2060, www.CounterPULSE.org

CounterPULSE, Dancers’ Group, and the Alliance for California Traditional Arts invite you to “The Dance Discourse Project,” an ongoing series of artist-curated discussions about specific topics in the Bay Area dance scene.   For this second installment, “Investigating the Post-Multiculturalism Landscape,” co-curators Sherwood Chen of ACTA (The Alliance for California Traditional Arts) and DDP organizer and local choreographer Mary Armentrout invite four local dance artists into a lively discussion of the multi-faceted complexities of Bay Area work that utilizes culturally specific dance forms, including innovation and experimentation by tradition-based artists, and cultural and intercultural contexts linked to performativity and identity.  The four participating artists are Danny Kalanduyan, Teela Shine Ross, Joti Singh, and Prumsodun Ok.
This invited panel of dance artists represents many different traditions and approaches to making work within the multi-faceted Bay Area dance community.  Danongan “Danny” Kalanduyan is a master kulintang musician of the Southern Philippines as well as the founder and director of the Palabuniyan Kulintang Ensemble.  He currently teaches at San Francisco State and Skyline College and was awarded the prestigious National Heritage Award by the NEA in 1995. Teela Shine Ross is a co-founder of New Style Motherlode, which is an African American based but culturally diverse dance company that fuses hip hop, jazz, ballet, and modern.  Joti Singh is the founder of Duniya Dance Company, and creates dance that is a unique blend of Bhangra (a harvest dance from Punjab, India), Guinean (West African), and neither Bhangra nor Guinean dance.  Prumsodun Ok is an artist and cultural activist working in the mediums of film, video, dance, photography, language, and design. He has trained extensively in Cambodian classical dance and is currently training in samba.
The Dance Discourse Project is a far reaching, far ranging, and ambitious project that aims to articulate in a cohesive and coherent way, from the participants themselves, what is happening in dance in the Bay Area and beyond.  This is the second in a new on-going series that will be taking place three times a year, co-produced by Dancers’ Group and CounterPULSE.  

About the organizers

Founded in 1982, Dancers’ Group assists and supports the San Francisco Bay Area dance community by creating a nexus of resources, expertise, and knowledge.  Working to advocate for dance in the Bay Area and beyond, they assist in the creation and production of engaging, original dance.  Dancers’ Group serves artists at multiple stages in their careers, and supports dancers, choreographers, teachers, funders, dance companies, students, writers, critics, and audiences in the passionate pursuit and enjoyment of art. www.dancersgroup.org

CounterPULSE provides space and resources for emerging artists and cultural innovators, serving as an incubator for the creation of socially relevant, community-based art and culture. CounterPULSE acts as a catalyst for art and action; creating a forum for the open exchange of art and ideas, catalyzing transformation in our communities and our society. Programs include an Artist in Residence program, a series of free performance salons and community discussions, and presentations of contemporary dance and performance. www.counterpulse.org

The Dance Discourse Project #2 is also a part of ACTA’s Traditional Arts Roundtable Series.  This pilot series is focused on forum, networking and technical assistance for tradition-based artists, and runs through July of this year.  It covers different topics oriented to folk and traditional artists, focusing on themes such as Work Sample Laboratory, Language Preservation, Interpretation and the Power of Words, Traditional Arts as a Vehicle for Social Change/Activism, Audience Development and Marketing, Ethnic and Mainstream Media.  ACTA’s Traditional Arts Roundtable Series is supported by the SFAC Cultural Equity Program. www.actaonline.org
The Dance Discourse Project is supported in part by Grants for the Arts and the William & Flora Hewlett Foundation.
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