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CounterPULSE and Dancers’ Group present
The Dance Discourse Project #6:  “Dancing in the World:  Excavating Site Specific Dance in the Bay Area”
WHAT:  The Dance Discourse Project #6:  “Dancing in the World:  Excavating Site Specific Dance in the Bay Area”
WHO:  Mary Armentrout and Jessica Robinson talk with Anna Halprin, Joanna Haigood, and Erin Mei-ling Stuart.

WHERE:  CounterPULSE, 1310 Mission St. (at Ninth), San Francisco, 94103

WHEN:  Thursday, April 23rd, 2009, at 7:30 pm
COST:  FREE
INFORMATION: 415 626 2060, www.CounterPULSE.org
 

Dancers’ Group and CounterPULSE are proud to present Dance Discourse Project #6:  “Dancing in the World:  Excavating Site Specific Dance in the Bay Area.”  The Bay Area has a long and storied history of site specific dance exploration, and is continually coming up with new forms of innovation.  DDP moderators Mary Armentrout and Jessica Robinson discuss features of this rich terrain with Bay Area choreographic legend Anna Halprin, as well as choreographers Joanna Haigood, and Erin Mei-ling Stuart.

This invited panel of choreographers who create site-specific works represents an exciting, historic, and informative array from across the wide range of dance artists working with site-specific concepts in the Bay Area.  Anna Halprin's diverse career has spanned the field of dance since the late 1930s, creating revolutionary directions for the art form and inspiring fellow choreographers to take modern dance to new dimensions. She founded the groundbreaking San Francisco Dancer's Workshop in 1955, and the Tamalpa Institute in 1978 with her daughter Daria Halprin.  Halprin developed her choreographic processes in nature on an outdoor dance deck her husband Larry Halprin designed for her, which removed the proscenium arch, presented new and different spatial relationships, and enveloped the performers with the natural sounds and elements of nature.  Halprin has created 150 full-length dance theater works over her career and, at 86, continues to make revolutionary work exploring the beauty of the aging body and its relationship to nature.  Joanna Haigood, co-founder of ZACCHO Dance Theatre, makes dances that use natural, architectural and cultural environments as a point of departure for movement exploration and narrative. Haigood's works involve in-depth research into the history and the character of sites and typically integrate aerial flight and suspension as a way of expanding the dancers' spatial and dynamic range.  Erin Mei-Ling Stuart, artistic director of EmSpace Dance, has been making dances in the Bay Area since 1999. Her work largely draws inspiration from the ways that people interact, and from more hidden aspects of the everyday world, like typography or neuroscience.

The Dance Discourse Project is a far reaching, far ranging, ambitious project that aims to articulate in a cohesive and coherent way, from the participants themselves, what is happening in dance in the Bay Area and beyond.  This is the sixth in an on-going series that takes place roughly three times a year, co-produced by Dancers’ Group and CounterPULSE. 
 
About the organizers
Founded in 1982, Dancers’ Group assists and supports the San Francisco Bay Area dance community by creating a nexus of resources, expertise, and knowledge.  Working to advocate for dance in the Bay Area and beyond, they assist in the creation and production of engaging, original dance. Dancers’ Group serves artists at multiple stages in their careers, and supports dancers, choreographers, teachers, funders, dance companies, students, writers, critics, and audiences in the passionate pursuit and enjoyment of art. www.dancersgroup.org
 
CounterPULSE provides space and resources for emerging artists and cultural innovators, serving as an incubator for the creation of socially relevant, community-based art and culture. CounterPULSE acts as a catalyst for art and action; creating a forum for the open exchange of art and ideas, catalyzing transformation in our communities and our society. Programs include an Artist in Residence program, a series of free performance salons and community discussions, and presentations of contemporary dance and performance. www.counterpulse.org
 
The Dance Discourse Project is supported in part by Grants for the Arts and the William & Flora Hewlett Foundation.
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