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CounterPULSE and Dancers’ Group present
The Dance Discourse Project #8:  Dance in Pop Culture:  How do YouTube & So You Think You Can Dance Both Help and Hinder
WHAT:  The Dance Discourse Project #8:  How Do YouTube & So You Think You Can Dance Both Help and Hinder?
WHO:  CounterPULSE and Dancers’ Group
WHERE:  CounterPULSE, 1310 Mission St. (at Ninth), San Francisco, 94103
WHEN:  Thursday, March 11th, 2010, at 7:30 pm
HOW MUCH:  FREE
INFORMATION: 415 626 2060, www.CounterPULSE.org <http://www.CounterPULSE.org> 
 
Dancers’ Group and CounterPULSE are proud to present “Dance Discourse Project #8: How Do YouTube & So You Think You Can Dance Both Help and Hinder?”  Please join us for Dance Discourse Project #8 as we delve into the popping of contemporary dance - the effects of YouTube, "So You Think You Can Dance" and other mass media stratagems on making dance today.  We will create a hybrid discussion, part panel talk with Eric Kupers, Monique Jenkinson and Philip Huang, part world cafe with the audience, as we investigate how these new tools and opportunities are influencing how we make dances in today's world. 
The invited panelists for this discussion are all incorporating aspects of these new technologies in their work in creative and innovative ways.  Eric Kupers is the Co-Director of Dandelion Dancetheater and an Assistant Professor of Dance at CSU East Bay. He is fascinated by ongoing experiments with radical inclusivity in contemporary dance, theater and music creation, and is working on a contemporary dance version of “So You Think You Can Dance?”  Monique Jenkinson is a multifaceted performing artist whose work hurls itself into the gaps between dance, theater, drag and performance art.  Monique’s drag queen alter ego, Fauxnique, is a prolific fixture on the experimental performance scene, and made history as the first woman to win San Francisco’s infamous Miss Trannyshack Pageant.  Her music video “Lipstique” currently inhabits the YouTube airwaves.  Actress-turned-model Philip Huang is the founder of the Home Theater Festival--ask him about it, because it's awesome.  And if life ever drags you down, spend a few minutes at his Youtube channel, username spider75berkeley, and add yourself to his mailing list by joining "Philip's Video Club" on Facebook.

The Dance Discourse Project is a far reaching, far ranging, ambitious project that aims to articulate in a cohesive and coherent way, from the participants themselves, what is happening in dance in the Bay Area and beyond.  Topics of discussion have included site-specific dance, performance and technology, dance criticism, post-multiculturalism, and dancing politics, among others.   The Dance Discourse Project is an on-going series that takes place roughly three times a year. 

Following on the heels of our successful experiment in new formats with DDP7, the eighth Dance Discourse Project will create a new hybrid format, part panel discussion, part world cafe. After a panel discussion with each of the panels talking about how aspects of their work relates to the topic at hand, audience members will have the opportunity to engage in a series of small conversations led by a team of “instigators,” including our three panelists, who will guide the discussions.

About the organizers

The Dance Discourse Project is organized by Mary Armentrout and Jessica Robinson Love, and co-produced by Dancers’ Group and CounterPULSE.

Founded in 1982, Dancers’ Group assists and supports the San Francisco Bay Area dance community by creating a nexus of resources, expertise, and knowledge.  Working to advocate for dance in the Bay Area and beyond, they assist in the creation and production of engaging, original dance. Dancers’ Group serves artists at multiple stages in their careers, and supports dancers, choreographers, teachers, funders, dance companies, students, writers, critics, and audiences in the passionate pursuit and enjoyment of art. www.dancersgroup.org <http://www.dancersgroup.org> 
 
CounterPULSE provides space and resources for emerging artists and cultural innovators, serving as an incubator for the creation of socially relevant, community-based art and culture. CounterPULSE acts as a catalyst for art and action; creating a forum for the open exchange of art and ideas, catalyzing transformation in our communities and our society. Programs include an Artist in Residence program, a series of free performance salons and community discussions, and presentations of contemporary dance and performance. www.counterpulse.org <http://www.counterpulse.org> 

The Dance Discourse Project is supported in part by Grants for the Arts and the William & Flora Hewlett Foundation.
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