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CounterPULSE, Dancers’ Group, and ODC Theater present

The Dance Discourse Project #3:  “Dancers Debate the Body Politic”

WHAT:  The Dance Discourse Project #3:  “Dancers Debate the Body Politic”

WHO:  Jessica Robinson joined by Jo Kreiter, Ledoh, Sara Shelton Mann, and Miguel Gutierrez, and Rob Bailis
WHERE:  Project Artaud Theater, 450 Florida Street, San Francisco, 94110
WHEN:  Wednesday, May 7th, 2008 at 7:30 pm

HOW MUCH:  FREE

INFORMATION: 415 626 2060, www.CounterPULSE.org, 415 863 9834, www.odctheater.org)
In this third installment of a lively series of discussions about topics in Bay Area dance, moderator Jessica Robinson invites Jo Kreiter, Ledoh, Sara Shelton Mann, Miguel Gutierrez and Rob Bailis to discuss the multiple layers of the political in their work, how bodies are politicized through movement, and how activism plays a unique role in the Bay Area dance scene.  

This invited panel of dance artists examine many different aspects of the political in their work, from the politics of government and history, to the environment and, of course, the body.  Jo Kreiter is a choreographer known for fusing beautiful, athletic aerialist work with activist topics such as female empowerment, labor issues, and scarcity of resources.  Performance and Butoh artist Ledoh was forced to flee Burma at the hands of a military dictatorship.  As Artistic Director of SALT FARM, he choreographs with a raw movement vocabulary and directs the production of sets, video art, and musical scores to create a vital, visceral brand of live theater.  Local legend Sara Shelton Mann has been a guiding presence in the Bay Area dance scene for over twenty years, fusing contact improvisation with explorations of individual and collective potential for change on many levels.   Former Bay Area-en, Joe Goode dancer, and rising international choreographer Miguel Gutierrez returns to San Francisco to perform for the first time since 2000. Gutierrez fuses an urban, hip, sexual, and physically bold aesthetic to play with the conflation of politics of the body, expectation, power, and popularity .  In addition, Rob Bailis, as curator of this series, brings his vision of San Francisco as a place where political art has a storied lineage and privileged role, rendering another layer of the art and politics of the dance-making and presenting process visible.
The Dance Discourse Project is a far reaching, far ranging, and ambitious project that aims to articulate in a cohesive and coherent way, from the participants themselves, what is happening in dance in the Bay Area and beyond.  This is the third in a new on-going series that will be taking place three times a year, co-produced by Dancers’ Group and CounterPULSE.  

About the organizers

Founded in 1982, Dancers’ Group assists and supports the San Francisco Bay Area dance community by creating a nexus of resources, expertise, and knowledge.  Working to advocate for dance in the Bay Area and beyond, they assist in the creation and production of engaging, original dance.  Dancers’ Group serves artists at multiple stages in their careers, and supports dancers, choreographers, teachers, funders, dance companies, students, writers, critics, and audiences in the passionate pursuit and enjoyment of art. www.dancersgroup.org

CounterPULSE provides space and resources for emerging artists and cultural innovators, serving as an incubator for the creation of socially relevant, community-based art and culture. CounterPULSE acts as a catalyst for art and action; creating a forum for the open exchange of art and ideas, catalyzing transformation in our communities and our society. Programs include an Artist in Residence program, a series of free performance salons and community discussions, and presentations of contemporary dance and performance. www.counterpulse.org

ODC Theater’s mission is to empower and develop innovative artists. Its goals are to participate in the creation of new works through commissioning, presenting, mentorship and space access; to develop informed, engaged and committed audiences; and to advocate for the performing arts as an essential component to the economic and cultural development of our community. ODC Theater has been serving the Bay Area in this capacity in its current location since 1979. 

ODC is known nationally for its entrepreneurial savvy and was the first modern dance company in America to build its own home facility in 1979. In September 2005, ODC opened its new performing arts center—the ODC Dance Commons, half a block from ODC Theater. Tripling ODC’s classroom, rehearsal, and performance space, the ODC Commons is fast becoming the most significant contemporary dance resource on the West Coast and a national destination for artists and arts enthusiasts. The renovation of ODC Theater will mark the completion of ODC’s arts campus.  “For the Record: Dancers Debate the Body Politic” is the first of three festivals scheduled for ODC Theater’s residence at Project Artaud Theater during the renovation of its 17th Street Theater.  www.odctheater.org

The Dance Discourse Project is supported in part by Grants for the Arts and the William & Flora Hewlett Foundation.
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