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CounterPULSE and Dancers’ Group present
The Dance Discourse Project #4:  “Media, Technology and Performance”
 
WHAT:  The Dance Discourse Project #4:  “Media, Technology and Performance”
WHO:  Mary Armentrout and Jessica Robinson joined by Sara Kraft, David Szlasa, and Sheldon Smith and Lisa Wymore of Smith/Wymore Disappearing Acts
WHERE:  CounterPULSE, 1310 Mission St. (at Ninth), San Francisco, 94103
WHEN:  Thursday, September 25th, 2008 at 7:30 pm
HOW MUCH:  FREE
INFORMATION: 415 626 2060, www.CounterPULSE.org
 
CounterPULSE and Dancers’ Group invite you to “The Dance Discourse Project #4:  “Media, Technology and Performance,” the latest in an ongoing series of artist-curated discussions about specific topics in the Bay Area dance scene.   The Bay Area is a global leader in technological innovation.  DDP4 explores how Bay Area artists' work integrates media and performance in unique ways, creating hybrid forms, manipulating, mutating, and extending the technologies being created in our own backyard.  Co-curators Jessica Robinson (Counter PULSE director) and DDP organizer and local choreographer Mary Armentrout talk with hybrid dance/theater artists Sara Kraft, David Szlaza and Sheldon Smith and Lisa Wymore of Smith/Wymore Disappering Acts.
 
This invited panel of dance artists represents a wide range of experimentation within the field of hybrid dance/technology work.  Sara Kraft is a San Francisco based director, writer, composer, performer and teacher who creates original performance work drawing from her eclectic background in theatre, dance, performance art, film/video, music, installation and site specific events.  Her award winning performance work has gained acclaim for its innovative fusion of interactive media and non-linear narrative, and for using media not simply as a form of visual design or spectacle but as integral to the form and content of each piece.  Smith/Wymore Disappearing Acts is a Berkeley, California based dance-theater company founded in 2001 by co-artistic directors Sheldon B. Smith and Lisa Wymore. Their work places the inherent beauty of the body in motion, both choreographed and improvised, in a deeply conceptual and human-centered environment that is supported and enhanced by technology. David Szlasa is a media + performance artist investigating concepts of presence, repetition, and re-appropriation.

 
The Dance Discourse Project is a far reaching, far ranging, and ambitious project that aims to articulate in a cohesive and coherent way, from the participants themselves, what is happening in dance in the Bay Area and beyond.  This is the fourth in an on-going series that takes place  roughly three times a year, co-produced by Dancers’ Group and CounterPULSE. 
 
About the organizers

Founded in 1982, Dancers’ Group assists and supports the San Francisco Bay Area dance community by creating a nexus of resources, expertise, and knowledge.  Working to advocate for dance in the Bay Area and beyond, they assist in the creation and production of engaging, original dance. Dancers’ Group serves artists at multiple stages in their careers, and supports dancers, choreographers, teachers, funders, dance companies, students, writers, critics, and audiences in the passionate pursuit and enjoyment of art. www.dancersgroup.org
 
CounterPULSE provides space and resources for emerging artists and cultural innovators, serving as an incubator for the creation of socially relevant, community-based art and culture. CounterPULSE acts as a catalyst for art and action; creating a forum for the open exchange of art and ideas, catalyzing transformation in our communities and our society. Programs include an Artist in Residence program, a series of free performance salons and community discussions, and presentations of contemporary dance and performance. www.counterpulse.org
 
The Dance Discourse Project is supported in part by Grants for the Arts and the William & Flora Hewlett Foundation.
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