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CounterPULSE and Dancers’ Group present
The Dance Discourse Project #5:  “Writing about dance: Where are we now and where are we going?”

WHAT:  The Dance Discourse Project #5:  “Writing about dance: Where are we now and where are we going?”

WHO:  Mary Armentrout and Jessica Robinson talk with dance writers Rita Felciano, Rachel Howard, Ann Murphy, and Keith Hennessey

WHERE:  CounterPULSE, 1310 Mission St. (at Ninth), San Francisco, 94103

WHEN:  Thursday, February 19th, 2009, at 7:30 pm
HOW MUCH:  FREE
INFORMATION: 415 626 2060, www.CounterPULSE.org
 

Dancers’ Group and CounterPULSE are proud to present Dance Discourse Project #5: “Writing about dance:  Where are we now and where are we going?” a discussion specifically about the current state of dance writing in the Bay Area and beyond.  

Do you believe dance writers and critical and informed reviews of dance are near extinction?  Is it only now, as we stand to lose these precious perspectives that we begin to understand their worth in the greater community?  Dance Discourse Project co-curators Mary Armentrout and Jessica Robinson talk with dance writers Rita Felciano, Keith Hennessy, Rachel Howard and Ann Murphy about their craft, their relation to the field at large, and the questions and ethical concerns that dance reviewing faces as the internet dominates the dissemination of information. The panel will address the changing role of newspapers and the inevitable shifts in how the public views, consumes, and communicates about dance.


This invited panel of dance writers represents an exciting, lively, and informative array from across the wide range of dance writers in the Bay Area.   Rita Felciano has been the dance critic for the San Francisco Bay Guardian for more than twenty years, and also writes for Dance Magazine and DanceViewTimes, among other national and international publications.  Rachel Howard is the dance correspondent of the San Francisco Chronicle and her dance writing has also appeared in the New York Times, the Village Voice, San Francisco Magazine, and Dance Magazine, as well as on her blog, rachelhoward.com.  Ann Murphy has covered dance for over 20 years for a host of local and national media. She launched In Dance at the Bay Area Dance Coalition in the mid-80s, was the longtime dance critic for the East Bay Express for more than 12 years, and also has written for the Oakland Tribune, the San Francisco Weekly, the San Francisco Chronicle and The New York Times. She currently covers dance for Contra Costa Times, is on faculty in the Mills College dance department, and also posts work on her blog, writingdance.com.  Keith Hennessy is an award-winning choreographer/performer, a teacher at USF and around the world, and more recently is a PhD student in Performance Studies at UC Davis.

The Dance Discourse Project is a far reaching, far ranging, and ambitious project that aims to articulate in a cohesive and coherent way, from the participants themselves, what is happening in dance in the Bay Area and beyond.  This is the fifth in an on-going series that takes place roughly three times a year, co-produced by Dancers’ Group and CounterPULSE. 
 
About the organizers
Founded in 1982, Dancers’ Group assists and supports the San Francisco Bay Area dance community by creating a nexus of resources, expertise, and knowledge.  Working to advocate for dance in the Bay Area and beyond, they assist in the creation and production of engaging, original dance. Dancers’ Group serves artists at multiple stages in their careers, and supports dancers, choreographers, teachers, funders, dance companies, students, writers, critics, and audiences in the passionate pursuit and enjoyment of art. www.dancersgroup.org
 
CounterPULSE provides space and resources for emerging artists and cultural innovators, serving as an incubator for the creation of socially relevant, community-based art and culture. CounterPULSE acts as a catalyst for art and action; creating a forum for the open exchange of art and ideas, catalyzing transformation in our communities and our society. Programs include an Artist in Residence program, a series of free performance salons and community discussions, and presentations of contemporary dance and performance. www.counterpulse.org
 
The Dance Discourse Project is supported in part by Grants for the Arts and the William & Flora Hewlett Foundation.
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